DOCUMENT RESUME 

ED 063 080 RE 004 113 

Martin, Ruby W. 

Current Issues—Tne Public College. 

May 72 

13p.; Paper presented at meeting cf International 
Reading Association (17th, Detroit, Michigan, May 
10-13, 1972) 

EDRS PRICE MF-$0.65 HC-$3.29 

DESCRIPTORS Bibliographies; '-''Colleges; Instructional Materials; 

Measurement Instruments; ♦Negro students; Personnel; 
♦Program Improvement; ♦Reading Difficulty; *Regional 
Cooperation; Research Design; Teacher Education 

ABSTRACT 

A Reading Interest Group of representatives from 
predominantly black colleges of the country was established by the 
Southern Regional Education Board's Institute of Higher Educational 
Opportunity. Representing 15 institutions from the East and Midwest, 
this group met and attested to the fact that a major percentage of 
the failures of black students could be traced to a lack of reading 
comprehension skills. Specific needs and concerns registered by this 
group are outlined in the report. The major needs are: (1) production 
of materials pertinent to black students, (2) examination and 
evaluation of current reading materials used, and (3) research 
designs relative to all aspects of reading programs which are 
currently in effect at predominantly black colleges* The following 
issues were expanded and discussed in this report: (1) improvement of 
programs, (2) development of a useful bibliography with the 
contribution of black reading specialists, (3) production of 
materials incorporating the work of black reading teachers, (4) 
administrative support, (5) staffing problems, and (6j teacher 
education. (References are included.) (AW) 


AUTHOR 
TITLE 
PUB DATE 
NOTE 



ED 063080 


U S DEPARIHtNI Of tOUCATIOM & WELFARE 
Offltf Of FOUCATION 


"PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS 
C0PYRI6HTED MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED 

BY fcov VJ. PlAfi.Ilhi - 


1HIS DOCUMENT HAS BEFN REPRODUCED EXACTLY AS RtCEIVtO FROM THE 
PERSON OS ORGANIZATION ORIGINATING IT POINTS Of VIEW OR OPINIONS 
STATED DO NOT NECESSARHT REPRESENT OffICIAl OffICE Of EDUCATION 
POSITION OR POLICY 


TO ERIC AND ORGANIZATIONS OPERATING 
UNDER AGREEMENTS WITH THE U.S. OFFICE OF 
EDUCATION. FURTHER REPRODUCTION OUTSIDE 
THE ERIC SYSTEM REQUIRES PERMISSION OF 
THE COPYRIGHT OWNER." 


Ruby Of. MaAtln 
VlAectoA, Language A At* 
ImpAovement PAoject 
Tennessee State UnlveAslty 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 


SYMPOSIUM IX 


CRITICAL ISSUES IN REAPING INSTRUCTION AMONG 
BLACK TEACHERS ANP STUPENTS 
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”Ca AAent I ssues - The Public College" 

It seems that the cuAAent cAltlcal Issues In Aeadlng 
tnstAuctlon among black teacheA* and students at the college 
level aAe the same as those oh a decade ago. They exist now 
a* then with need* and tAeatment In polaAlty. The situation 
now l* even moAe cAltlcal and alaAmlng, especially In light 
oh the numeAou* ehho^ts launched oveA the past ten yeaAS In 
an attempt to Aemedy the dlspaAaglng In hiuences which deteA 
the Aeadlng achievement oh black college students. 
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The.;le aae two polntb oh view, one appeaalng In paint In 
3963, the othea lb In cuaaent paint, which aae peatlnent to 
the Ibbueb which 1 bh.all enumeaate In thlb talk. 

The filabt lb that oh Loulb Lomax who "bpeakb out" In a 
Septembea edition oh the Satuaday Evening Pobt . ^^ Lomax 
btateb that "the mobt dlbtuablng 0 |$ the W egao collegeb 

lb the alaamlng numbea oh gaaduateb who cannot think cleaaly, 
bpeak paopealy oa woak e^ecXtve-df/ In the i$>te£.cU they aae 
alleged to have mabteaed. He plnpolntb the paoblem ab being 
the ehh&°6 Inadequate taalnlng oh h a c.ulty and btudentb on 
black campubeb. 

Thlb oh couabe lb not an Indictment agalnbt thobe black 
paoh&AAoab who aae Indeed leaaned, quallhled and awaae. But 
It doeb depict the ala oh "laxity and -tncU.^e'tence" °6 ^omc. 
who accoadlng to Lomax exlbt on college campubeb and beave to 
negate oua aeabonb h 0JL being theae. 

Thebe paoblemb do not exlbt bolely on black college campubeb. 
kathua Peaal ^ In a cuaaent aatlcle btateb the caubeb oh the 
halluae oh Upwaad Bound Paogaamb. Thebe paogaamb ^all at Inte- 
gaated collegeb albo becaube they "aecapltulate" evllb that 
have behallen the dlbadvantaged tkaoughout thela bchool a aaeea. 


1Loulb Lomax, "Young Negaoeb Aaen't Ready," the Satuaday 
Evening Pobt , Septembea 21, 1963. pp. 12-34. 

2 kathua Peaal, "The Palluae oh Upwaad Bound," the 
Chaonlcle oh Hlghea Education , Maach 27, 3972, p. 8. 
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The zmphaAlA ol the pA.ogn.am Ia upon remedy $or the 
yearA ofa ^allure In Achool prior to college. Pearl point a 
out that many Ata^ memberA o£ Integrated collegzA cannot 
copz with learning problem a thz bZack AtudentA bring to 
coZZzgz. Hz AtateA, "Upward Bound pn.ogn.amA Au^er bzcauAZ 
AtamzmbzA.A can only do their'thing , 1 and their thing Ia 
not only lnappn.opn.latz but Ia alAo Aatunatzd with cZoaa, nacz, 
and zthnlc blaA."^) 

BZack AtudzntA are AtlZZ Atruggllng 6on. Aurvlval at 
Integrated coZZzgzA. The envlronmentA In which they filnd them- 
azZvza In too many InAtanezA are not thoAz which oAter Altua- 
tlonA to aZZow them to grow pzrAonaZZy or academically. 

Energy v.lch could bz uAzd In academic purAultA Ia Aappzd up 
In an attempt to bz heard and to have curricula draw upon thzlr 
cultural AtrzngthA and pertain to them aA IndlvldualA. 


3 lbld. 
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Cu.SLSie.nt I**ue* 

In view 0 )$ the above aAea* ol conceAn In making the 
pAedomlnantly black college* mosie elective In It* educative 
actlvltle*, the Southesin Regional Education BoaAd'* 1 n*tltute 
0)5 Highest Educational Oppositunlty e*tabll*hed a Reading 
I nteAe*t Gstoup o j5 AepAe*entatlve* fisiom psiedomlnantly black 
college* O)5 oust nation. 

Thl* gAoup AepAe*entlng filfiteen ln*tltutlon* Aom the 
Ea*t and Mldwe*t met and atteited to the £act that a majoA 
peAcentage o \5 the )5 alluAe* o£ black *tudent* could be tAaced 
to the lack o{, Aeadlng-compAehen*lon *klll*. 

The )5 allowing *pecl£lc need* and conceAn* c veAe Aegl*teAed 
14 ) 

by the gAoup: 

3. The need to ImpAove and *tAengthen the Aeadlng 
pAogAam £oa $Ae*hman iXudent* at black college*. 

2. The need £oa exten*lve blbllogAaphy 0 )5 Aeadlng 
mateAlal* *pecl£lcally dlAected to the need* 0){ 
black *tudent*. 

3. The need to pAoduce mateAlal* ushlch aAe peAtlnent 
to black *tudent*. 

4. lncAea*ed *uppo\t fiAom *tate agencle* and pAo- 

)5 e**lonal oAganlzatlon* to give legitimate and/oA 
c Aedlted *tatu* to the public *chool*. 

*l*abella T. Jenkln*, AecoAdeA, unpubll*hed minute*, 

SREB Reading lnteAe*t GAoup ConfieAence, NovembeA 31, 3973. 
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5. Opportunltle* fior aoopzh.atA.ve e^ort* In¬ 
volving neighboring college* and regionally 
located college*. 

6. Need to *ell reading program* to admlnl*trator* 
to *ollclt their *trong *upport. 

7. Problem* o£ *ta^lng college reading program* . 

S. College Teacher Education Program*, providing 

elective curriculum and experience* In reading. 

9. Examination and evaluation Of$ current reading 
material* and te*t* utilized In varlou* black 
college reading program* In term* o<$ meeting 
the need* o^ the *tudent*. 

JC. Re*earch de*lgn* relative to all a*pect* o£ 

reading program* which are currently In e^ect 
at predominantly black college*. 

The group l*olated Item* 3,9, and JO above a* three area* 
o$ major concern £or which they requeited *upport In *tudy and 
Implementation firom SREB and IRA. 

All oi the*e need* have become l**ue* that have 
Importance and are area* In which we are Involved at pre*ent 
*eeklng workable plan* o£ attack to upgrade reading ln*tructlon 
In black college*. 

To canopy the l**ue* ll*ted here In the brlel confine* o£ 
the time allotted to me l* an awe*ome ta*k. I *hall however 
very briefly dl*cu*& my point ofi view on the l**ue* which require 
further expan*lon. 
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Impnovement of Pnognam* 

This anea of conceAn encompasses many thing*, bat the 
undeAlying base foA a success fat pAogAam foA the. depAived oa 
pAivileged would be the. degAee to which it impte.me.nts the 
intangibles of behavioA and leaAning. 

TeacheAs of black students cannot be satisfied with 
the cuAAicala a* it exist*. They should speak load enoagh to 
be heaAd and assent theiA influence in ovenhauling the cuAAicula 
to bAing teaching moAe in consonance with the meaningful, 
abstnact and empiAical, cognitive, affective and psychomoton 
divides of leaAning foA black student *. 

An honest assessment of many pnognam* would Aeveal them to 
to be tAaditionally conceAned, woAkbook and/oA machine oAiented, 
and pAogAammed to defeAAed benefits. The libeAating qualities 
foA college Aeading pAogAam* foA blacks would include the 
following essentials: A Aevelant and updated cuAAiculum, 
Aemedial woAk in the language aAts components, the l.Q.. down- 
gAaded as a pAedictive cAiteAion, and extensive counseling 
pAogAam, and emphasis upon success expeAience*. 

Reading teacheA* have an advantage oveA content aAea 
teachen* in that they have the expeAtise to get to the cane of 
specific pnoblem* of black students. This oppontunity could 
be used to best advantage in being mcne selective of nesounces 
and necommending thein use to othen membens of the instnuctional 
staff . 
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Students pursuing the teacher education curriculum, for 
example, could benefit from paperbacks which relate to the. 
areas of -tfie General Professtonal Examinations oj5 the TEEP 
In which black students are particularly weak. 

The performance of Tennessee State students on the most 
recent tet>t administration, for Instance, showed that students 
answered fewer Items In this area than In any of the remaining 
four areas of the test. 

Specific weaknesses were noted In learning and Instruction 
In Items concerning basis of emotional behavior, learning curves, 
creative problem-solving abilities of children. 

In Cultural Background-Social Sciences Literature and the 
Pine Arts, there was a paucity of Information on themes and 
composers of various opereas, such as Taust, Romeo and Juliet; 
the Pop movement; and current trends In African government. 

In reading classes the teaching what Is directly relevant 
to the needs of the students would provide a purpose as moti¬ 
vation for more concentrated efforts for acquisition of skills. 

Bibliography 

A careful scrutiny of the effects of teaching materials 
employed In research designs for blacks and those In which 
blacks are used as a part of the test population would lend 
credence to selection of more appropriate materials to be used 
In college reading programs. 


7 


Page. -8- 
Ru by W. M artln 

There should be mono, unity among the nation'6 black 
steading specialists In an exchange o^ Ideas and In the pre¬ 
paration o£ cl flexible bibliography that would serve* as a 
ready resource list In our search £or materials to use fior 
black students. 

In addition, another service that the college reading 
teacher can ofifier Is the distribution oft a bibliography o£ 
reading materials to other members o £ the college staf,^ who 
could benefit firom a knowledge ofi graded book lists to com¬ 
plement various reading needs across content disciplines. 

Production o£ Materials 

There Is a paucity o& commercially prepared reading 
materials &or black college students. Materials and work¬ 
books which line the shelves In reading labs are viewed by 
some as barely tolerable. They are unstlmulatlng and detached 
£rom the main curriculum stream. 

In light orf this problem black college reading teachers 
usually prepare their own. Examination o materials prepared 
by black teachers reveal that many ofi the productions are 
organized through sound evaluation o$ the students' needs and 
clear thinking about objectives with reference to change In 
specific learning behaviors o6 black students. These materials 
are used mostly In local settings where trial o& use Includes 
consideration o£ some o£ the less easily systematized variables 
such as student Interest and enjoyment oi use. 
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Paovx.4xo n4 iJoa. -tea-txng u>X/th 6-tsiinge.nt control6 aAe 
needed to examine ;£he ;tAue woAth of pAoductlon6. Then con- 
cented effoAt 6h.ou.ld be exhibited by black Aeadlng te.ache.tu 
to 6c&k publication of thelA woAk. 

Admlnl6tAatlve SuppoAt 

College Aeadlng pAogAam6 can end In ^ Aagment6 unle66 
the Aeadlng teacheA take6 the Initiative to Aelate 6tudent6 1 
6tAength6 and weakne66e6 In Aeadlng to 6upplementaAy effoAt6 
ocollege-wide admlnl6tAatoA6 and cuAAlculum planneA6 to 
Aelate leaAnlng to the6e dlfflcultle6. 

The 6tAong 6uppoAt of admlnl6tAatoA6 6hould be 6ollclted 
to p ao vide a 6tAong medium which will aid the college family 
In undeA6tandlng the phllo6ophlcal ba6Z6 and oAganlzatlon of 
the pA.ogA.am. kdmlnl6tAatoA6 can al6o 6eAve u6 llal6on peA6on6 
In oAdeA to facilitate effoAt6 of the Aeadlng teacheA In In¬ 
volving all facet6 of the college. 

To ln6uAe gAowth In the pAogAam the admlnl6tAatoA mu6t 
not only undeA6tand lt6 phllo6ophy, but mu6t al6o woAk clo6ely 
with the Aeadlng teacheA In 6ecuAlng and manipulation fund6 foA 
lt6 maintenance and opeAatlon. 

Campu6 development offlceA6 can be of tAemendou6 a66l6tance 
In InfoAmlng the Aeadlng teacheA6 of available gAant6 and othe a 
A e6ouAce6 to degAay the c 06 t of pAogAam opeAatlon. 
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In Ataffing cottage. Rza.dtng pAogAamA the "Pao feAAionat 
PAzpaAation tn Reading fo>i ctaAAAoom tzachzAA " mtntmum 
AtandaAdA aA Azt foAth by the Pao feAAionat StandaAdA and 
BthicA Committee of, IRA Ahoutd bz conAideAed In thz pAoczAAing 
of, poAAibte tzachzAA. Often tzachzAA with thz maAtzA'A dzgAzz 
in education with titttz oa no pAzpaAation in Azading aAz 
hiAzd oa Azading tzachz> at thz cottzgz tzvzt * 

ThzAz iA a tendency of btack cottege Azading ApeciatiAtA 
to "tAain theiA own," on the job . But thiA zffoAt iA Aometimz 
Atiftzd by heavy woAk toadA and taAgz ctaAAZA which impedeA 
the inAtAuctionat pAoceAA . 

TheAe iA atAo a need foA adminiAtAatoAA to be made awa az 
of the detiminationA of the dutieA of the Azading ApeciatiAt, 
many of which aAe peAfoAmed without confineA of the ctaAAAoom, 
which we muAt pzAfoAm foA AucczAAfut pAogAam opeAation . 

ConAidzAation Ahoutd bz given to Aeduction of teaching 
toadA in oAdzA to fAzz the ApeciatiAt to caAAy out on the job 
tAaining of pAogAam peAAonnzt. 

TeachzA Education 

Thz AmzAican AAAociation of CottegeA foA TeachzA Education 
haA AzaAAZAted thz impoAtance of continuouA high, qaatity teachzA 
aA an ZAAzntiat component of a nationat zffoAt at Achoot AefoAm . 
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Thz boafid ha* caZZzd £on. IzdzuaZ ^ ocu* on tzachzA. zducatton. 

Tht* zmpha*t* t* cau*tng hzadtng zducatton coun.*z* to 
take, on new and Important n.oZz*. P/Lognam* anz bzcomtng mon.e 
*y*tzmtc and product-ontzntzd. Thztiz t* monz fiocu* upon con- 
czpt dzvzZopmznt, acqut*ttton o £ *ktZZ* and knowZzdgz*, whtch 
can bz Zzafinzd tn *pzct£tc tn*t>iucttonat *ztttng*. 

Student* and tzachzn.* afiz coZZabofiaton.* tn dz* igntng thz 
tn*tn.ucttonaZ *y*tzm*. Pnzpanatton o£ tn*zx.vtcz tzachzA* t* 
vtzwzd a* a patit oj$ a conttntum whtch wtZZ a^zet thz *tudznt 
throughout ht* caKZZA. 

Even though thz AACTE Comntttzz t* hz*ttant tn pKzdtcttng 
what thz fiz*tduaZ ziizct* oi pzA^omanez ba*zd tzachzA. zducatton 
wtZZ bz 10 to 20 yzan* fiom now, thzy admtt that cznXatn z&fizct* 
of, pzK^oAmancz-ba*zd tzachzK zducatton *zzm ZtkzZy to tmpsiovz 
and ntfizngthzn tzachzn. zducatton. ^ 

Tz*t* 

WaZtzK Pauk who ha* wntttzn zxtzn*tvzZy on *tudy *ktZZ* 
at thz coZZzgz ZzvzZ potnt* oua that "pKz*znt fizadtng tz*t* aJiz 
antt^tctaZ tn that thzy do not mza*uA.z thz KzaZ typz oA *chooZ 
w onk thz *tudznt mu*t do and thz mannzft. tn whtch hz habttuaZZy 
doe-5 tt. 17J 


^Boa/td CaZZ* on PzdzfiaZ focu* on TzachzA. Educatton 
AACTE Ba ZZzttn , VoZ. XXII/, Number 9, Vzczmbzh. 19.71, p. 5. 

^ Ibtd ., p. 6. 

7 WaZtzn. Pauk, "What ShouZd Rzadtng Tz*t* £oa titgh SchooZ 
and CoZZzgz pA.z*hmzn Mza*usiz. ,: thz JouKhaZ o j thz RZadtng 
SpzctaZt*t , Uumbzti 1, VoZumz 9, Octobzn, T769, pp. 2-3. 
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Thetie atie otke.fi dtiad.vantage.-i> o& uie o & itandatidtzed 
teiti. Be.cau.ie. thac tati atie devtied by tndlvlduati who 
come |$fiom cuZtutiaZZy ^avotied gtioupi, the Znittiumenti may not 
be germane ^oti bZacki, patittcuZ.aA.Zy thoie who a tie dti advantaged. 
Then.e ti the tendency o A teachem to ”teach to the teit when 
knowZedgeabZe that the teit ti uied ^on. ptiepoit evaZuatton. 

Thti pZacei the evaZuatton tn the poittton ofa dtctattng the 
pA.ogn.am, not evaZuattng honeit outcomei o£ tnitnuetton. 

It doei ieem motie ptiacttcaZ to devtie teiti to meaiutie the 
itudent'i abtZtty to handZe the content oi actuaZ cZaa wotik tn 
a motie KeaZtittc unttmed ietttng. 

Summatiy 

The moit tmpon.tant appZtcatton o£ thti taZk ti £on. bZack 
tieadtng ipectaZtiti to examtne the cutiaent tiiuei tn pubZtc 
coZZege tieadtng pn.ogn.ami . E fiiotiti ihouZd be made to untte to 
aZZow coheitvenea tn pZanntng apptioachei to make the newZy 
changed cutititcuZa one that wtZZ dtiaw upon the tndtvtduaZ and 
cuZtutiaZ ittiengthi o{ bZacki ai bZacki know them to be. 
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